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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 

OF MICHAEL McCABE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of our dear friend Mi-
chael McCabe. An active member of our com-
munity and a proud South Buffalonian, Mike 
passed away in November of 2012 after a 
hard-fought battle with brain cancer. To honor 
Mike’s memory, Today’s Rowin’, Growin’ and 
Throwin’ 5k will benefit Carly’s Club and can-
cer research. 

Born and raised in South Buffalo, Michael 
graduated from Bishop Timon High School 
and the University at Buffalo. 

Mike lived in South Buffalo for his entire life, 
demonstrating his deep pride through his hon-
orable community service. He was the long-
time commissioner of the St. Martin’s Athletic 
Club, and a member of the Erie County 
Democratic Committee. 

Professionally, Mike served as a teacher in 
the Buffalo Public Schools for thirty-seven 
years. Day in and day out, he dedicated his 
boundless energy and talents to his students. 

After school hours, Mike was an avid sailor. 
His boat, The Irish Wake, was a fixture in the 
RCR Marina in downtown Buffalo. 

In September 2011, Michael was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. While he and his family 
faced this unfathomable tragedy, Mike re-
mained upbeat and positive. Just one year 
later, Mike lost his battle with cancer. 

Mike’s spirit of goodwill and passion for pub-
lic service lives on through his family. He 
loved and cherished his wife, Maureen, their 
four sons, Michael, Sean, Chris, and Bret, 
daughter Mollie, and eight grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor the life and legacy of 
Mike McCabe and his energy and passion for 
our community. I am proud to continue the 
fight for funding for cancer research, to im-
prove the quality of care for those affected by 
cancer, and ultimately, to find a cure. 
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HONORING GREATER DAMASCUS 
CHURCH OF CHRIST (HOLINESS) 
U.S.A. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a pillar of the commu-
nity, Greater Damascus Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A. 

One of the most prominent churches in the 
Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. Movement 
is Greater Damascus Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A., on 1013 Damascus Circle, 
Hazlehurst, Mississippi. Since its beginning, 
the Church has been instrumental in the com-
munity’s development. 

As far as records indicate, Damascus 
Church began during slavery, and grew out of 
the white Damascus Baptist Church. In 1865, 
when the slaves were set free, a division 
arose in the church due to a disposition of 
Negro membership freed of bondage after the 

Civil War. Because of this, the Negro con-
gregation was given ten acres of land to con-
tinue their worship service. In 1867, the al-
ready established colored Damascus Baptist 
Church began having services in a brush 
arbor under the leadership of Rev. Tom 
Askerneese as pastor. He served from 1867 
until his death in 1872, a total of five years. 

In 1872, Elder W. S. Pleasant was elected 
pastor. He pastored the Damascus Baptist 
Church from 1872 to 1896, which was twenty- 
four years. In 1896, Elder Pleasant and the 
Church joined with Bishop Charles Price 
Jones, founder of the Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A., and Damascus Church became 
one of the first churches to join the ‘‘Holiness 
Movement.’’ The Church became known as 
Damascus Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. 
The Church was able to move out of the brush 
arbor into their erected church building under 
Elder Pleasant’s leadership. He served as 
pastor of the new denominational church from 
1896 to 1918, twenty-two years. Elder Pleas-
ant’s total service to Damascus Church was 
forty-six years. He resigned as pastor to do 
evangelistic work. He died February 7, 1935. 

In 1919, the Church accepted Elder L. J. 
Brunson as the second pastor of the new de-
nominational church. He pastored from 1919 
to 1932, a total of twelve years, before resign-
ing to go to Norfolk, Virginia. He died in 1941. 

On January 27, 1931, the Rev. George A. 
Thomas, a man of many talents, came as pas-
tor of Damascus Church. In 1966, Rev. Thom-
as built the second church since the brush 
arbor. The dedication of the church was held 
on September 15, 1966. In June 1971, the ad-
joining building to the church was built to 
serve as classrooms and as a dining hall. 
Rev. Thomas served as pastor of Damascus 
Church longer than either of the previous pas-
tors. His tenure lasted January 27, 1931 until 
his death on January 13, 1980, a term of forty- 
nine years. 

After the death of Rev. Thomas, the Church 
sought out a new pastor. In a call meeting, 
May 1980, the congregation voted to accept 
Elder Arnold Stanton, Sr., who came as pastor 
in September, 1980. The third church was 
built and dedicated to God in August 1986. 
The contractor was Damascus’ own, Deacon 
George A. Harris, Sr. The new sanctuary led 
to the name changing from Damascus Church 
of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. to Greater Damas-
cus Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. On De-
cember 25, 1994, Elder Stanton resigned as 
pastor of Greater Damascus Church. His ten-
ure lasted fourteen years. 

January 1, 1995, Greater Damascus Church 
was without a pastor. Elder Clifton Goodloe, 
Jr., accompanied by his lovely wife, Sister 
Delores Goodloe, came and conducted the 
morning service. Elder Goodloe’s text was 
taken from Acts 24:10–16, and the thought 
was, ‘‘Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide.’’ 
On Monday, January 2, 1995, the Church’s 
first business meeting of the new year was 
conducted by Bishop Maurice D. Bingham, 
Presiding Prelate of the South Central Diocese 
of the Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. 
Bishop Bingham was accompanied by Elder 
Eddie Jones, Jr., pastor of the Crystal Springs 
Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. In this busi-
ness meeting, the congregation of Greater Da-
mascus Church voted to accept Elder Clifton 
Goodloe, Jr. as pastor. 

On January 8, 1995, Elder Clifton Goodloe, 
Jr. became pastor of Greater Damascus 

Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. Elder 
Goodloe’s main goal and objective is to 
‘‘Preach God’s Word in His Fullness’’ so when 
men, women, boys and girls hear the ‘‘Word’’ 
they may be convicted and become saved. 
Elder Goodloe is in his nineteenth year as 
pastor of Greater Damascus Church. 

‘‘Damascus Church’’ has produced five 
‘‘Sons of the House.’’ They are the late Elder 
C. D. Tate, Sr., Rev. Ellis Blackwell, Jr., Elder 
Henry Smiley, Elder Andre’ Tyler and Elder 
Nicholas Tanner. 

Greater Damascus Church has had a grand 
processional of Christian soldiers who labored 
for many, many years and laid a solid founda-
tion for generations to follow. Those who are 
gone have left a rich heritage that should not 
be merely praised and testified to, it must be 
built upon. 

Greater Damascus Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) U.S.A. has been in existence one hun-
dred and forty-nine years, in the ‘‘Holiness 
Movement’’ one hundred and seventeen 
years, and six pastors during this time. What 
a legacy! 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Greater Damascus Church 
of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A. as they strive to be 
the guide for others to find the joy of serving 
God through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KLEBERG COUNTY, 
TEXAS 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in cele-
bration of the 100th anniversary of Kleberg 
County, Texas. 

The recorded history of the land which in-
cludes Kleberg County precedes the establish-
ment of the United States, and Kleberg Coun-
ty was already well on its way to prominent 
status when local leaders successfully peti-
tioned the Texas Legislature in 1913 to break 
away from Nueces County and establish a 
new county. 

Over the last century several key develop-
ments helped spur growth and development in 
Kleberg County. 

An anchor of Kleberg County, the King 
Ranch was established in 1853 when Richard 
King purchased the Santa Gertrudis grant 
from the heirs of the original Spanish grant-
ees. The King Ranch continues to thrive today 
as an industry leader in the fields of farming, 
ranching, and conserving natural resources. 

The establishment of the City of Kingsville 
and the construction of railroad lines helped 
bring new industry to the region. Over the past 
100 years, the county has been a top pro-
ducer of energy and agricultural commodities, 
and the county’s proximity to the Gulf of Mex-
ico has made it a destination for visitors from 
around the world who come for the clear blue 
water and rich diversity of wildlife. 

Kleberg County saw the establishment of 
Naval Auxiliary Air Station Kingsville in 1942. 
The base originally trained military aviators for 
combat. Now known as Naval Air Station 
Kingsville, the base remains one of the U.S. 
Navy’s premier locations for jet aviation train-
ing. 
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